Good afternoon.

 

I was very excited to receive your email with my grade.  I would have no problem if you wanted to use my paper as an example.  Thanks again.

 

Charlie

Hi, Charles,

Below is your graded essay.  It is outstanding!

Jim

 

 

Your Name:_Charles Thompson________

 

Essay #2 Thesis Sentence:__Too many Americans blindly accept whatever reasons or excuses politicians give for starting or joining wars.  And by mistakenly doing so, we as a country pay for it both through losing thousands of soldiers lives as well as spending billions of tax dollars to fund these wars.  Sadly, we often just sit back and let it happen.__________________________________

____________________________________________________________

 

 

Topic (Point) of First Body Paragraph:______comparing Homer Simpson and the American people_______________________

_____________________________________________________________

Topic (Point) of Second Body Paragraph:________People will believe anything even when proven untrue___________________

_____________________________________________________________

Topic (Point) of Third Body Paragraph:_____Americans need to pay more attention to where their taxes are going________________________

_____________________________________________________________

 

I really like your outline plan!
                                                                          The Skinny on Homo-Simpsons

                                                                                                              by Charles Thompson

      After reading Randy Alcorn's essay, "The Species Called Homo-Simpsons", I can say that I am in agreement with his general thesis.  I especially agree with his [Akron's] mentioning of "the unquestioning acceptance of conventional wisdom are more apparent in American political behavior."  (<page #?) To me personally, this statement hits the nail right on the head.  Too many Americans blindly accept whatever reasons or excuses politicians give for starting or joining wars.  And by mistakenly doing so, we as a country pay for it both through losing thousands of soldiers’ lives as well as spending billions of tax dollars to fund these wars.  Sadly, we often just sit back and let it happen.

      Alcorn also mentions in his essay that maybe "the biological classification for human beings might more aptly be homo-simpsons." (<page #?)  This, I'm sure, is in reference to the lovable but dim-witted character Homer Simpson.  While the reference may be considered a little harsh, I think it is a more clever way to grab the reader's attention so that he can get his point across.  Homer Simpson's character is well known for being very simple and not putting a lot of thought into things that happen beyond the surface appearance.  This is similar to a lot of Americans in their political choices, often by taking politicians’ words at face value, rather than digging deeper and doing research to see if they really mean what they [politicians] are saying or promising.  Sometimes this lack of thought is merely due to the fact that the political decisions have always been made one way and that's the only way that is comfortable, so there seems to be no reason to change it.

An excellent paragraph above!
      Later in the essay, he [Alcorn] goes on to write about a study by Germany's Max Plank Institute.  In their study it "revealed that people will continue to believe gossip and rumors - especially if those are malicious - even when they are presented with clear evidence refuting the gossip and rumors."  (<page #?) Again, this really hammers home Alcorn's "homo-simpson" analogy.  People’s thoughts are often simple and unchanging (similar to Homer Simpson) when it comes to events happening in the world around them.  If something is heard on a television show, it is often taken to be fact, whether that is the case or not.  From that point, if the information proves to be incorrect or merely rumors, much more work will have to be put into changing people's minds from their original thoughts.

      Lastly, Alcorn delves deeper into the misuse of America's money by our government. He [Alcorn] brings up the fact that "For the cost of this war, nearly $500 billion...how many homes could be made energy independent with solar technology?  How much research and development of alternative energy could be funded?" (<page #?)  These questions really show how much more thought should be put into what our money is being spent on here in American.  Every American pays taxes, however how many of us could actually say where all that tax money goes.  It would seem beneficial for people to get involved and perhaps help change where this money is going to, rather than just sitting back and complaining about it.  It's quite obvious that the complaining is not improving things any.

      In conclusion, I found Randy Alcorn's essay very informative, amusing at times and thought provoking.  Comparing Americans to the simpleton Homer Simpson in regards to their involvement in politics really shows the state of affairs that our country is in.  In reading this, it really made me think of how often I am making decisions without truly thinking through if this is my own idea or someone else's.

 


Alcorn, Randy. “The Species Called Homo-Simpsons.” Viewpoints. Ed. W. Royce Adams, 7th ed. Boston, Wadsworth, 2010. (145-147).

 

Charles, you have written an outstanding essay! Well done! I want to ask if I could use your essay as an example in future classes. I could make it anonymous or not. No pressure—please let me know.
 

Jim 100/100
 

