	[image: image1.png]



	
	From 
	JOHN R SMITH

	[image: image2.png]



	
	To 
	JIM ROTH

	[image: image3.png]



	
	Cc 
	

	[image: image4.png]



	
	Sent 
	Sunday, May 31, 2009 2:58 PM

	[image: image5.png]



	
	Subject 
	Re: Re: Essay #2




Hi Jim,

You have my permission to use this essay, I feel honored.

John

----- Original Message ----
Sent on: Thursday, May 28, 2009 7:59 PM

Hi, John,

Below please find your graded summary-and-response essay.  It is excellent!

Jim-)

John R Smith

English 101 Summary and Response Essay

Essay: “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools” by Anita Garland
In her essay “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools,” Anita Garland argues that our high schools are a catastrophe.  She states that they are well beyond the point where a few small tweaks will correct the problems facing our schools and that our schools need to undergo a major transformation.  She then outlines four changes that she would make to start reforming American high schools.  First, she would only allow students that want to learn to attend our schools.  She then follows that up with requiring students to wear school uniforms.  The next move would be to improve the cafeterias.  Finally, she looks at the extracurricular activities and identifies two to abolish: competitive sports and the prom.  While there is little argument that we need to improve our schools, Garland describes our schools as “desperately ill” (101).  There are definitely some schools that deserve this description, but, the mass majority of our schools do not.  The changes Garland identifies in her essay would provide no significant improvement or move our high schools in the wrong direction. 
Wow!  An outstanding introduction!
 One of the first things that Garland proposes is to not only remove mandatory school attendance but, that “we must stop allowing the attendance of so-called students who are not interested in studying” (101).  She does accurately describe these changes as “desperate remedies” (Garland 101); they are desperate but, they are not remedies.  Our high school drop-out rates are already troublesome; this change would not only remove the troublemakers, but would have a secondary effect on the drop-out rate by promoting bad behavior to get out of school.  We need to look for ways to engage all students rather than ways to ‘prune’ out difficult students.
John, if it is clear to the reader from which source you are working—in the above paragraph you identify Garland at the beginning—you need only the page number in the parentheses.
 President Clinton backed our public school’s (< a possessive plural, so use schools’) right to require students to wear uniforms in a March 1996 speech.  Many schools require or are thinking about requiring school uniforms.  However, many are not convinced that school uniforms help improve school safety, students grades, or attendance.  Garland points out that “Kids from modest backgrounds could stand out because of their personalities and intelligence, rather than being tagged as losers because they can’t wear the season’s hottest sneakers or jeans” (102).  School uniforms may have a ‘leveling’ effect between students from different social economic backgrounds but, there is no real evidence that uniforms alone will improve our schools.  Setting up, maintaining, and enforcement of school uniform policies require a lot of resources that would be better spent on other more effective changes.
 Our high school cafeterias are as diverse as our schools.  Some are heavy on the junk food while others are models to be studied and duplicated.  As Garland stated our “School cafeterias . . . should demonstrate how a healthful, low-fat, well-balanced diet produces healthy, energetic, mentally alert people” (102).  We do need to look for ways to provide healthy lunch choices for our students.  However, there are a few other requirements that the cafeteria must meet; the food must be something we would want to eat, there must be an adequate amount of time allotted for lunch, and all students must be able to afford it.  
 When she Garland turns her attention to extracurricular activities, she quickly states; “The prime example of inappropriate school activity is in competitive sports between schools” (Garland 102).  In many small rural communities, competitive sports are a source of both school and community pride.  The bad side of competitive sports today is the ‘win at all cost’ syndrome.  If we can keep this syndrome under control, the benefits outweigh the negative impact.  Studies show strong positive correlation between student athletes and attendance, grades, and good behavior.  Well coached teams, instill good sportsmanship, teamwork and leadership in their student athletes.  We need to look for ways to promote the positives and minimize the negatives in competitive sports.
When you begin a new paragraph, it’s best to re-identify the author by last name.
 Another school related activity that Garland would get rid of is the prom.  She definitely has little good to say about the prom as she states, “Proms have to be the epitome of everything that is wrong, tasteless, misdirected, inappropriate, and just plan sad about the way we bring up our young people” (Garland 103).  I don’t doubt for a minute that a lot of the things that Garland associates with the prom have some element of truth.  However, as with most of the things in her essay they are exaggerated to the extreme.  While there are some that do feel the pressure and get carried away with it all, there are many more that have the time of their young lives while maintaining a budget.  When you really think about it; is it the prom that is the problem?  I say no.  Rather than abolish the prom, it would be better to use it as an opportunity to teach our young people that they can dress up on a budget, be themselves, and still have fun.
 While it may be true that “We have lost track of the purpose of our schools” (Garland 103), Garland’s changes would do nothing to correct that.  High school is an important time in young people’s lives.  Its curriculum must prepare students for the next stage of their life: college, trade school, entering the work force.  However, there are many ‘life lessons’ that the high school experience can provide or re-enforce.  Most of Garlands (<possessive, so it’s Garland’s) changes would remove some of the opportunities to learn important ‘life lessons’.


Garland, Anita. “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools.” Reader’s Digest. Oct. 2000: 101-103
What a fine essay you have written, John!  I would like to use it as an example in future classes.  Please let me know if I have your permission.  You were to-the-point and used clear arguments and appropriate word choice to bring your points to the reader.
Jim-)  Grade 100/100
 
 

----- Original Message ----
Sent on: Monday, May 25, 2009 7:24 PM

John R Smith

English 101 Summary and Response Essay

Essay: “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools” by Anita Garland
In her essay “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools,” Anita Garland argues that our high schools are a catastrophe.  She states that they are well beyond the point where a few small tweaks will correct the problems facing our schools and that our schools need to undergo a major transformation.  She then outlines four changes that she would make to start reforming American high schools.  First, she would only allow students that want to learn to attend our schools.  She then follows that up with requiring students to wear school uniforms.  The next move would be to improve the cafeterias.  Finally, she looks at the extracurricular activities and identifies two to abolish: competitive sports and the prom.  While there is little argument that we need to improve our schools, Garland describes our schools as “desperately ill” (101).  There are definitely some schools that deserve this description but, the mass majority of our schools do not.  The changes Garland identifies in her essay would provide no significant improvement or move our high schools in the wrong direction. 

 One of the first things that Garland proposes is to not only remove mandatory school attendance but, that “we must stop allowing the attendance of so-called students who are not interested in studying” (101).  She does accurately describe these changes as “desperate remedies” (Garland 101); they are desperate but, they are not remedies.  Our high school drop-out rates are already troublesome; this change would not only remove the troublemakers, but would have a secondary effect on the drop-out rate by promoting bad behavior to get out of school.  We need to look for ways to engage all students rather than ways to ‘prune’ out difficult students.

 President Clinton backed our public school’s right to require students to wear uniforms in a March 1996 speech.  Many schools require or are thinking about requiring school uniforms.  However, many are not convinced that school uniforms help improve school safety, students grades, or attendance.  Garland points out that “Kids from modest backgrounds could stand out because of their personalities and intelligence, rather than being tagged as losers because they can’t wear the season’s hottest sneakers or jeans” (102).  School uniforms may have a ‘leveling’ effect between students from different social economic backgrounds but, there is no real evidence that uniforms alone will improve our schools.  Setting up, maintaining, and enforcement of school uniform policies require a lot of resources that would be better spent on other more effective changes.

 Our high school cafeterias are as diverse as our schools.  Some are heavy on the junk food while others are models to be studied and duplicated.  As Garland stated our “School cafeterias . . . should demonstrate how a healthful, low-fat, well-balanced diet produces healthy, energetic, mentally alert people” (102).  We do need to look for ways to provide healthy lunch choices for our students.  However, there are a few other requirements that the cafeteria must meet; the food must be something we would want to eat, there must be an adequate amount of time allotted for lunch, and all students must be able to afford it.  

 When she turns her attention to extracurricular activities, she quickly states; “The prime example of inappropriate school activity is in competitive sports between schools” (Garland 102).  In many small rural communities, competitive sports are a source of both school and community pride.  The bad side of competitive sports today is the ‘win at all cost’ syndrome.  If we can keep this syndrome under control, the benefits outweigh the negative impact.  Studies show strong positive correlation between student athletes and attendance, grades, and good behavior.  Well coached teams, instill good sportsmanship, teamwork and leadership in their student athletes.  We need to look for ways to promote the positives and minimize the negatives in competitive sports.

 Another school related activity that Garland would get rid of is the prom.  She definitely has little good to say about the prom as she states, “Proms have to be the epitome of everything that is wrong, tasteless, misdirected, inappropriate, and just plan sad about the way we bring up our young people” (Garland 103).  I don’t doubt for a minute that a lot of the things that Garland associates with the prom have some element of truth.  However, as with most of the things in her essay they are exaggerated to the extreme.  While there are some that do feel the pressure and get carried away with it all, there are many more that have the time of their young lives while maintaining a budget.  When you really think about it; is it the prom that is the problem?  I say no.  Rather than abolish the prom, it would be better to use it as an opportunity to teach our young people that they can dress up on a budget, be themselves, and still have fun.

 While it may be true that “We have lost track of the purpose of our schools” (Garland 103), Garland’s changes would do nothing to correct that.  High school is an important time in young people’s lives.  Its curriculum must prepare students for the next stage of their life: college, trade school, entering the work force.  However, there are many ‘life lessons’ that the high school experience can provide or re-enforce.  Most of Garlands changes would remove some of the opportunities to learn important ‘life lessons’.



Garland, Anita. “Let’s Really Reform Our Schools.” Reader’s Digest. Oct. 2000: 101
