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Reality Television

In “Television Humiliation” Adam Cohen talks about how some reality shows may go too far for their audience. The one show Cohen examples; Cohen uses the show “To Catch a Predator” to highlights individuals being stormed upon by police and TV crews. In Cohen’s essay he states that the producers “team up with the police, to stage a humiliating television arrest, while the accused still has the presumption of innocence” (382). Out of that quote one word stands out, “stage.” You don’t stage reality. We need to look at reality TV and the effects it has on reality.

Good! A thesis (

One thing is for sure reality TV is here and it looks like it is staying. I will admit that there are a few reality TV shows I like to watch but, to watch with a grain of salt. The effect of reality TV today is much different than when it first appeared. When they these shows first appeared I believe that they were more “real”, and then producers realized that real people, not actors were actually boring to watch. Do I think a show like “To Catch a Predator” is real, not entirely. is real? Not entirely. In the case of Louis William Conradt Jr., he may have been chatting online with a minor boy, but when he did not show at the sting house, producers were left with nothing, which is not the usual format of the television show. Instead producers “allegedly asked police as a “favor” to storm Conradt’s home” (382). Conradt Jr. shot himself with his reality. One of the police officers was quoted saying “that’ll make good TV” (382). 

Indeed it does make for good TV but, at what cost. ? Patricia Conradt is asking the same question. The sister of Conradt Jr. ”sued NBC for more than $100 million” (382), Cohen writes. And Judge Chin “ruled her lawsuit could move forward” (382). This is NBC’s reality. Reality Shows like “To Catch a Predator”, to me take away from the “real” predators that are out there. The show gives attention to the predators, which to me feeds them even more.  (<a good point—this might be one effect.) 

I do not believe that there is a “real’ reality show on TV. If you look at the credits you will see that there are writers listed. Why would you need writers? Also, producers have been known to “stir-up” drama if the dialog turns cold. As in the case of Conradt Jr., when he didn’t go along with the format of the reality show, the producers brought the reality to him. (<very well said!) I agree with Cohen when he says “the common theme is indulging the audience’s voyeuristic pleasure at someone else’s humiliation” (382),. Most people like to watch someone else spiral, ; it makes their own life seem better. Reality TV has an effect on reality, as we see in the case of Conradt Jr.
April, you have written a very strong essay.  There are a few “bumps” here and there, but you also crafted some very strong passages.  Well done!

Jim  Grade 90/100
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