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In the essay “Society is Dead: We Have Retreated into the iWorld,” Andrew Sullivan is concerned for the Apple generation, and particularly for iPod users. There were approximately 22 million users in the United States at the time of his essay, with millions being added every year. Most view it the iPod as a wonderful invention, indispensable for many, including myself. I use mine at work to play lovely music for my clients and to escape into peacefulness in noisy situations. My son uses it to discover music he's never heard before, and to stave off boredom on long car rides. Yet the small device is not without its flaws. (<a very nice transition!) The iPod has left some oblivious to the world around them, in a “society without the social” (378), and missing out on many of the small pleasures of human life. 

Wow! An outstanding thesis sentence!

I've noticed the complete lack of interaction between strangers at coffee shops. It's the unwritten rule, never disturb someone with headphones in, even if they're sitting on your coat. Sullivan noticed this phenomena in New York, where “each was in his or her own musical world, walking to their own soundtrack . . . almost oblivious to the world around them.” (377).  Their eyes are vacant, and their ears are full. The author calls them the iPod people, shut off from the world around them. This might seem trivial, but it is definitely a cue to a shift in the American way of life.


Technology has made the world so much smaller. Once it was a struggle to find like-minded people, to hear exactly what I wanted to hear on the radio, and to find anything to watch on TV. Now, I follow blogs of people I will never meet, listen to whatever I want at any time, and can still not find anything to watch on television. (<excellent!) I have the ability to create a cocoon of information for myself, isolating my mind from unwanted stimulation. (<I like the cocoon image—it fits perfectly) As Sullivan calls it a “universe entirely for ourselves-where the serendipity of meeting a new stranger, hearing a piece of music we would never choose. . . or an opinion that might force us to change our mind. . .are all effectively banished.” (378). This narrowing of lives and minds worried the author, as it does me. There can be no growth if no one is ever stretched, and if there is no growth, how can anyone say they have really lived? (<very well said!) 

It is often said that life is all about the little things. Louis Armstrong made famous the song “What a Wonderful World” which has the following verse,  “I see friends shaking hands sayin, how do you do? They're really sayin, I love you. I hear babies cry, I watch them grow. They'll learn much more than I'll never know. And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.” Sometimes the sounds of life can give a real connection to that time and place. A child's cry, friends greeting, birds singing, and the opinions of strangers are all things that are missed when one is plugged in. Sullivan also draws attention to the thoughts that “come not by filling your head with selected diversion, but by allowing your mind to wander aimlessly through the regular background noise of human and mechanical life.” (379) This enriching of minds can only be accomplished from within, “rather than from white wires.” (379) Life has its own soundtrack, one that is easily missed by tuning out. I know I was convinced to take notice more of the sounds of my life, and to take pleasure in them. I can plug back in later. 
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Thesis:  The iPod has left some oblivious to the world around them, in a “society without the social” (378), and missing out on many of the small pleasures of human life. 

Cause: 22million+ iPod owners in US

Effects: MP3 cocoon, society without the social, missing out on the sounds of human life

Paragraph 2: vacant eyes, white wires hanging from ears, deaf to social cues

Paragraph 3: universe to ourselves, never hearing differing opinions, isolation attached like a hermit crab

            Paragraph 4: missing out on birdsong, laughter of others, feeling connected in time and place

Paragraph 5: closing

Sarah,

You have written another winner!  I very much agree with your thesis and, as you, I wonder what the long-term effect of “tuning out” will be. I notice texting to be another diversion from the real world—that will likely come with a price, too.

Well done!
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