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	BROWN, MARIE A

	To:
	ROTH, JAMES
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	You made my day!


Hi, Jim,

I just want to say thank you. All the stress, time away from family, and self doubt were justified today. I decided to return to school after 16 years for many reasons. I loved language arts, english, or whatever its term is today, in school. If I was ever going to be a teacher, it would have been for that subject. Anyway, my day was made today when you asked permission to use my essay as an example.  I was hoping for a 90 at least, but a 98! WOW! And a 4.0 to boot! So thanks for being a person instead of just a teacher doing his job. It makes my job as a student so much easier. I appreciate every comment, instruction, criticism, and kindness you've bestowed on me. Thank you again.

Please use my essay as you see fit. I am so tickled pink that you want to use it. 

For the last essay, in the 30/30, is it a safe story? Or perhaps is it on the iffy side?

Marie

Your Name:Marie Brown__________________________________

 

Essay #  Thesis Sentence:_How the use of an ipod can create unsocial behavior___________________________________

____________________________________________________________

 

Topic sentence (Point) of First Body Paragraph:__Zombies live in technology universe.___________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Topic sentence (Point) of Second Body Paragraph:_My personal observation on social weardown__________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Topic sentence (Point) of Third Body Paragraph:__Some problems that arise from technology_____________________________________________________________

Topic sentence (Point) of Fourth Body Paragraph (if you have one):_Life has more to offer by way of sounds____________

______________________________________________________________

 

 

Marie Brown

Essay 3 Final

May 27th, 2011

　
　
An iWorld Full of Zombies (I like the title!)
 

　
　
In his essay, “Society Is Dead: We Have Retreated into the iWorld” Andrew Sullivan calls attention to how technology, particularly an iPod, alienates people from one another. Sullivan’s description portrays people as almost zombie-like. He tells how they are socially withdrawn and tuned out. He discusses the effects he has noticed from using an iPod and what it has done to people in this day through observations and his own experience.

I like how Sullivan describes people who use iPods in his essay. His choice of words painted a picture of zombies like those you see in old movies in my mind. He describes these people as having,”…wires hanging down from their ears…eyes were a little vacant” and “…emitting strange tuneless squawks” (377). I have been exposed to some of these zombies. My husband as well as my kids are inhabitants of this, “Technology…  (. . . <add a space between each dot) universe…” that Sullivan refers to (378).

Nice!
My 18-year-old niece comes over to visit regularly and there isn’t anywhere we can go that she doesn’t have either her iPod or her cell phone and sometimes one in each hand. For example, on one of her visits her phone would not text, so she tried through wi-fi on her iPod. Neither were texting so she asked to use my phone. She spent the better part of the next hour trying to figure it out. It was interesting to watch her come out of her little world of Zombie land and experience near hysteria from surfacing on earth. This incident was probably the most time I had interacting with her for most of the day. (<wow! Nicely written!  “Surfacing on earth” is a great line!)
Sullivan likens these zombies as belonging to a cult that is spreading. Everything is streamed through technology in some way or another. Satellites, television, internet and our phones all contribute to how our lives are lived. It is this, “Technology…universe…” that Sullivan refers to that takes the social out of society (378). We used to retreat to our homes and such for privacy. Now we, “…walk around like hermit crabs with our isolation surgically attached” states Sullivan (378).

As Sullivan further discusses, music is no longer something widely shared. People used to gather at concert halls or have family functions where music was shared and enjoyed. He relates how it would be a comfort to share your experience with a particular kind of music. Now people just retreat into their private little musical worlds in secret. People don’t share what they hear, so we lose knowing a bit about who that person may be. Retreating within your little technical universe can further demonstrate that you may be private and do not want to share or maybe you just don’t want to get to know anyone else. That makes you a zombie in my opinion. Who wants to hang out with a lifeless person?

The effect that technology plays in our lives today takes us away from the music of life. (<I like this image!) The chatter of birds and the sounds of a lawn mower indicating summer has arrived are not something we want to miss. Those sounds bring a smile to our face and something with which to connect. I personally would rather someone see me with a smile on my face, then than look like a zombie disconnected from life. Zombies are not pretty, that’s why they are in horror movies. Let’s take a ship out of, “Technology…universe…” and head back to earth where the world has so much to offer if we would just unplug and listen (378).

　
　Marie, this is your best essay yet.  I would like to use it as an example in future classes with your permission.
Well done!

Jim  Grade 98/100
　
　
　
　
　
　
　
　
　
Sullivan, Andrew. “Society Is Dead: We Have Retreated into the iWorld.” Viewpoints. Ed. W. Royce Adams, 7th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, 2010. (377-79).

