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ENGL101: ENGL COMP I 2703 - PN
	From:
	WETHERINGTON-KOS, COURT

	Subject:
	RE: Essay #3 Final Draft - Courtney Wetherington-Kostel

	To:
	ROTH, JAMES


 It's really nice to receive some praise for my work! I greatly appreciate it. You are more than welcome to use ANY of my work from this class for future classes. I've never liked writing essays, but when it comes to this class, I have looked forward to writing them. Thank you so much for all your help.

Courtney



	Date:
	6/4/2011 5:48:46 AM

	From:
	ROTH, JAMES

	To:
	WETHERINGTON-KOS, COURT

	Subject:
	RE: Essay #3 Final Draft - Courtney Wetherington-Kostel


 Hi, Courtney,

Another excellent essay!

Jim

Courtney Wetherington-Kostel
Professor Roth
English 101 Online
31 May 2011
Cause/ Effect Essay #3
 

Andrew Sullivan’s, Society is Dead: We have Retreated into the iWorld, is molded around the inescapable fact that the technology we have created has changed our way of life. He explains how iPods especially have transformed the daily life of Americans and not necessarily in a good way. But he doesn’t stop with just iPods. He also mentioned mentions that cell phones and the rapid access to anything online have contributed to the social atmosphere of the United States. These gadgets that we hold so dear are crippling our social world. People are tuning out those around them, music is now a personal and somewhat secretive thing, and many are forgetting to enjoy the “everydayness” of life as we know it to be. Bottom line: The lives of Americans have been narrowed exceptionally thanks to the technology that has developed. 
 
Courtney, this is an outstanding introductory paragraph!

Sullivan phrased it nicely when he stated, “It’s strange to be among so many people and hear so little” (377). He was referring to those people who can be among a crowd, but because they have the headphones glued in their ears, they don’t hear what’s going on around them in the real world. It could be said that this was a problem back when Walkmans or early MP3 players came out, but I would say it’s so widely accepted now because of the convenience of the iPod and the standard smart phone. Whether people are on their way to work, school, the gym, the mall, or any other place under the sun, they’re able to tune out the rest of the world with headphones in their ears and the iPod in their hand. (<an excellent sentence—nice rhythm) Sullivan even admitted to falling into the grasp of the iPod world when he said, “Unlike other models it gave me my entire music collection to rearrange as I saw fit – on the fly, in my pocket” (377). Whether people love or hate the iPod, it’s easy to see that it has affected our society in a huge way. We live in a nation of iPod zombies.
 

 Not only are people walking around as zoned-out iPod zombies, the music that comes out of those iPods is extremely personal. No one needs to know what you’re listening to, and you don’t need to know what they’re listening to. It’s all based on personal preference which is probably why it became so popular in the first place. Thanks to the iPod and iTunes, it doesn’t take more than a few minutes to make your music selection unique to your liking. In the past, music has been used as a celebration and a reason to get together and enjoy the company of other human beings. But now, the boom box has been replaced with headphones that limit listening to one person: One single, individual, solitary person. And all anyone else hears is the silence of your enjoyment. Music has become individual rather than a chance for something social.
 

That solitary confinement (<excellent word choice!) goes beyond just simply listening to music. As Sullivan put it, this alienation has given, “The chance to slip away for a while from everydayness, to give our lives its own soundtrack” (378). People are essentially escaping life for a chance to get away. It’s strange how this reminds me of those who do drugs to find some sort of “escape.” Granted, this isn’t an illegal escape, but it’s hurting people none the less nonetheless.  People are not only leaving the stress, depression, worry, and heartache of life, they’re also leaving the enjoyable aspects of the world we live in. Not to sound cliché, but what about the birds chirping or the trickling of the rain? With the iPod headphones shoved in your ears, you’ll miss out on what makes life truly worth living. Hearing laughter, sorrow, pain, anger, joy, and happiness will make you realize where many of the songs on that iPod of yours came from.
 
The point is, we as human shouldn’t need that kind of escape as often as we use it. “External stimulation can crowd the internal mind” says Sullivan, and we should instead, “enrich our life from within, rather than from white wires” (379). The iPod and cell phones have allowed us to believe that solitude is the best way for you us to have personalized enjoyment. However, the reality is that it has also allowed us to tune out the rest of the world and escape. With that escape, we have forgotten how to just enjoy the soundtrack of life and the beautiful song that it sings.
 
 
Sullivan, Andrew. "Society is Dead: We Have Retreated into the iWorld." Sunday Times Print.
 
Courtney, you have written yet another wonderful essay.  I really look forward to reading your work because there’s always surprise and interest in it.  An example is using the expression “solitary confinement” to describe this new phenomenon.  May I use this essay as an example in future classes?
Well done!
Jim   Grade 100/100
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Courtney Wetherington-Kostel

Professor Roth

English 101 Online

31 May 2011

Cause/ Effect Essay #3

 


Andrew Sullivan’s, Society is Dead: We have Retreated into the iWorld, is molded around the inescapable fact that the technology we have created has changed our way of life. He explains how iPods especially have transformed the daily life of Americans and not necessarily in a good way. But he doesn’t stop with just iPods. He also mentioned that cell phones and the rapid access to anything online have contributed to the social atmosphere of the United States. These gadgets that we hold so dear are crippling our social world. People are tuning out those around them, music is now a personal and somewhat secretive thing, and many are forgetting to enjoy the “everydayness” of life as we know it to be. Bottom line: The lives of Americans have been narrowed exceptionally thanks to the technology that has developed. 


Sullivan phrased it nicely when he stated, “It’s strange to be among so many people and hear so little” (377). He was referring to those people who can be among a crowd, but because they have the headphones glued in their ears, they don’t hear what’s going on around them in the real world. It could be said that this was a problem back when Walkmans or early MP3 players came out, but I would say it’s so widely accepted now because of the convenience of the iPod and the standard smart phone. Whether people are on their way to work, school, the gym, the mall, or any other place under the sun, they’re able to tune out the rest of the world with headphones in their ears and the iPod in their hand. Sullivan even admitted to falling into the grasp of the iPod world when he said, “Unlike other models it gave me my entire music collection to rearrange as I saw fit – on the fly, in my pocket” (377). Whether people love or hate the iPod, it’s easy to see that it has affected our society in a huge way. We live in a nation of iPod zombies.

 


 Not only are people walking around as zoned-out iPod zombies, the music that comes out of those iPods is extremely personal. No one needs to know what you’re listening to, and you don’t need to know what they’re listening to. It’s all based on personal preference which is probably why it became so popular in the first place. Thanks to the iPod and iTunes, it doesn’t take more than a few minutes to make your music selection unique to your liking. In the past, music has been used as a celebration and a reason to get together and enjoy the company of other human beings. But now, the boom box has been replaced with headphones that limit listening to one person: One single, individual, solitary person. And all anyone else hears is the silence of your enjoyment. Music has become individual rather than a chance for something social.

 


That solitary confinement goes beyond just simply listening to music. As Sullivan put it, this alienation has given, “The chance to slip away for a while from everydayness, to give our lives its own soundtrack” (378). People are essentially escaping life for a chance to get away. It’s strange how this reminds me of those who do drugs to find some sort of “escape.” Granted, this isn’t an illegal escape, but it’s hurting people none the less. People are not only leaving the stress, depression, worry, and heartache of life, they’re also leaving the enjoyable aspects of the world we live in. Not to sound cliché, but what about the birds chirping or the trickling of the rain? With the iPod headphones shoved in your ears, you’ll miss out on what makes life truly worth living. Hearing laughter, sorrow, pain, anger, joy, and happiness will make you realize where many of the songs on that iPod of yours came from.

 

The point is, we as human shouldn’t need that kind of escape as often as we use it. “External stimulation can crowd the internal mind” says Sullivan, and we should instead, “enrich our life from within, rather than from white wires” (379). The iPod and cell phones have allowed us to believe that solitude is the best way for you to have personalized enjoyment. However, the reality is that it has also allowed us to tune out the rest of the world and escape. With that escape, we have forgotten how to just enjoy the soundtrack of life and the beautiful song that it sings.

 

 

Sullivan, Andrew. "Society is Dead: We Have Retreated into the iWorld." Sunday Times Print.
 

