J. Roth/ English 99



NAME:________________________

In-Class Essay


            (100 points possible)

Directions: You will have two days to complete this essay.  Please turn in all your work each day before you leave class.  You may use any resources you wish—your text, handouts, a dictionary--but please do your own work.

Assume that you have been hired as an advisor to help people at risk decide if they should have a test that will indicate if they will develop Huntington’s disease later in life.  None of your clients will have children regardless of the test result, so the issue is not whether they will risk passing on the disease to their children.  
On average, half of your clients will test positive for Huntington’s and half will test negative.  
Those who test positive may not be experiencing any symptoms now, but they will eventually—and those symptoms will grow much more painful and lead to a shortened life.  

Obviously, those who test negative will likely not develop Huntington’s and can look forward to a normal life span.

Each person-at-risk will come to you asking this question:  Should I have the test?
  You want to give balanced advice.  In a short essay, share the following:

¶1 Begin your essay with a paragraph explaining how you would begin the session with the client.  Specifically, how would you begin?  What would you say to set the tone?  

¶2 Follow this with a paragraph that develops the best reason for having the test—be sure to include hypothetical examples so that your client will clearly understand your reasoning.  

¶3 Next write a paragraph that develops the best reason for not having the test—again, be sure to include hypothetical examples so that your client will clearly understand your reasoning.
¶4 Conclude your essay with a paragraph clearly explaining what your choice would be were you to face this question.
