World Literature 271 Pop Quiz


Name:_________________

Oedipus Rex
Directions: Please circle the best answer in the questions below. (two points each)
1. What is the problem in Thebes as the play opens?
A. Plague, death, etc.

B. Oedipus, like Gilgamesh, wants all the women to himself

C. Oedipus suspects that someone wants to kill him.

D. Oedipus has outlawed earphones so the Thebans want to lynch him.

2. When Oedipus hears the citizens describe their suffering, what is his response?

A. He turns a deaf ear to them.

B. He says his pain is greater because he grieves for the entire city.

C. He tells them to go back to their homes and make sacrifices to Apollo

3. Oedipus 

4. When Kreon returns with news from the Oracle, Oedipus says that he suspects Kreon of wanting to steal his (Oedipus’s) throne and kingship. What reason does Kreon give for this being an illogical charge?
A. Kreon says he is too old to be king of Thebes
B. Kreon says that he already has all of the attention and respect a king would get but without the headaches.
C. Kreon says he would love to be king but the Thebans would not support him.
D. Kreon admits that he and Jocasta had plotted this a few years ago, but abandoned the idea.

5. True or False:  Jocasta urges Oedipus to respect the Oracle’s message about Thebe’s problem because oracles are usually right in their advice and predictions.
6. What news does a messenger bring from Corinth?
A. Corinth wants Oedipus to pay back the gold he took when he left.

B. Polybus and Merope want him to return and run the city.
C. Polybus and Merope are dead.
D. Corinth is being attacked by the proto-Nazis and Oedipus needs to return to lead the army.

7. The Corinthian messenger also tells Oedipus that he (Oedipus)
A. Is not Polybus and Merope’s son by blood.

B. Will be welcomed in Corinth as a hero and a victor.

C.  Can also marry a Corinthian princess because a Greek king can legally have two wives.

D.  Should take a month to think about the offer of the Corinthian kingship and then get back to him.

8. True or False:  By the end of today’s reading (through p.643 in the Eighth Edition), Jocasta becomes aware of the truth.

