World Literature 271/ J. Roth




Name:_____________________

Augustine’s Confessions Pop Quiz (12 to make 10)
Directions: Please write the letter of the best answer in the blank to the left.
1. True or False  (please circle): Augustine would likely consider his childhood upbringing to be carefree and pleasant.

____2.  Concerning learning and early years in school, Augustine

A. Disliked learning and hated to be forced to it.

B. Loved studying nearly every subject offered.

C. Wished he would have been able to attend school rather than having to work.

D. As an adult, wished all children would have had access to his education.

____3. According to Augustine, he spent much of his adolescence

A. Studying the Bible in preparation for the priesthood

B. Aflame with lust

C. Working in an orchard

D. Traveling the Mediterranean with religious groups

____4. Augustine offers The Pear Tree incident an example of his

A. Gift for growing things.

B. Gift for making a profit.

C. Sinfulness and waste

D. Concern for the poor and hungry and their needs.

____5. Augustine writes that he desired to love and be loved most when

A. He could be of help to the other person.
B. He could convert the other person to Christianity.
C. He could obtain the enjoyment of the body of the other person.
D. He could obtain the wealth and property of the other person.

____6. Augustine looks forward to leaving Carthage to teach in Rome because

A. He had heard that Roman students were more disciplined that those of Carthage.

B. Rome had a more vibrant nightlife.

C. Rome held the Sistine Chapel and other masterpieces created by Michelangelo.

D.  Rome’s Mediterranean climate was much milder and more to his liking.

____7. When Augustine leaves for Rome, he lies to his

A. Employer
B. Headmaster

C. Mother

D. Parish priest

E.  All of the Above

____8. Augustine’s mother pushes him to get married so that, according to her belief, he will

A. Not be living in sin with a woman.
B. Bear her the grandchildren she so desperately wants.

C. Raise his social ranking by marrying into a richer, more prosperous family.

D. Be forced to earn a steady income.

____9. Augustine writes that he had to wait two years for his bride-to-be to become old enough to marry.  According to Augustine, during those two years, he

A. Studied hard so that he would become a better provider when he married her.

B. Took another mistress because he could not do without the sex.
C. Traveled to the Holy Land to learn about the Jesus’ life.

D. Joined a nearby monastery so that he would not be tempted into a life of sin.

____10. Augustine claims that his conversion begins when he hears
A. A voice from Heaven instructing him to sell all of his early possessions.

B. News from Carthage that his father had died.

C. A boy or girl’s voice from some nearby house.

D. His mother praying for his soul in the next room.
____11. Augustine becomes converted when he 

A. Agrees to be baptized in the Jordan River.

B. Seeks a priest to give his first full Confession.

C. Opens his Bible to a random page and reads what he finds there.

D. Sells all of his possessions, gives the proceeds to the poor, and sets out towards Jerusalem.
12. True or False (please circle): My literature teacher most likely was released from the clinic a day or two too soon.

