Dante, The Inferno

Multiple Choice Quiz

1. The pilgrim is guided through the Inferno by:

a) Beatrice

b) Charon

c) Virgil *** (p. 1467)

d) The Leopard and the Lion

2. The pilgrim and Virgil are guided across the river Acheron by:

a) the Teacher

b) the Master

c) Charon *** (p. 1472)

d) Beatrice

3. On the pilgrim’s and Virgil’s first descent into the underworld, they encounter:

a) men guilty of minor sins

b) men guilty of serious sins

c) sinners waiting to enter Paradise

d) honorable non-Christians *** (p. 1475)

4. In the second circle, the pilgrim encounters Dido and Francesca who tell him:

a) how love brought them to this circle *** (p. 1481)

b) the social and political circumstances of their times

c) their religious beliefs

d) how they found peace at last

5. In the third circle, gluttons are punished by being:

a) force-fed until they vomit

b) beaten down by mud and rain *** (p. 1482)

c) forced to eat rotten food

d) starved

6. The pilgrim and Virgil are denied entrance to the City of Dis by:

a) the boatman, Phlegyas

b) Filippo Argenti

c) a thousand fiendish angels *** (p. 1489)

d) the Master

7. Heretics and flatterers are punished in the sixth circle because they:

a) destroyed the bonds of love

b) used violence

c) turned their backs on Art and Nature

d) committed sins that enticed other good people to stray and sin *** (p. 1498)

8. The Centaurs’ task in the seventh circle is to: keep out intruders

a) prevent the damned from telling their stories

b) keep the damned in the ditch *** (p. 1501)

c) torture the damned

9. At the end of canto XIV, Virgil tells of:

a) the tragedy of Minos whose kingdom forms Cocytus *** (p. 1509) 

b) the story of Capaneus

c) God’s revenge on Cato

d) the reason Judas is in the underworld

10. Jason is in the eighth circle because he:

a) abandoned Medea and her children

b) left Colchis in ruins

c) abandoned Hypsipyle and her child *** (p. 1521)

d) stole the Golden Fleece

11. In the Fifth Bolgia, the Navarrese sinner is punished in boiling pitch for the sin of:

a) murder

b) soothsaying

c) fraud

d) graft *** (p. 1533)

12. Ulysses, usually thought of as a hero, is in the Eighth Bolgia for the sin of:

a) anger *** (p. 1547)

b) blinding the Cyclops, one of the god’s children

c) killing the suitors

d) engaging in an unjust war

13. Mahomet, the prophet of Allah, is mangled in the Ninth Bolgia because he:

a) was a false prophet

b) was not born a Christian

c) sowed scandal and schism *** (p. 1553)

d) despised Christians

14. The Lake of Ice at the bottom of the Inferno is called:

a) the Tenth Bolgia

b) Limbo

c) Nimrod

d) Cocytus *** (1565)

15. Virgil compares the final appearance of Lucifer to:

a) a beautiful angel

b) a devil with tail and horns

c) a windmill *** (p. 1573)

d) a spectre

Short Answer Quiz

1. Why was the Pilgrim chosen to go on the journey through the Inferno?  Why was Virgil rather than Beatrice his guide?

2. What does putting good but non-Christian souls in the first circle mean? Explain why you think that was Dante’s personal philosophy or the Church’s philosophy?

3. Why are gluttony, slothfulness, and soothsaying (characteristics we ordinarily think of as bad manners) considered sins so serious that they are horribly punished for eternity?

4. Describe three theological concepts that you can infer from The Inferno.

5. In the lower circles of the Inferno the sins are more harshly punished. The damned have committed crimes that (a) reduce their humanity and/or (b) adversely affect a large number of other people. Pick an example from each category and describe: (1) the crime, (2) who was affected by it and to what degree, and (3) the punishment. 

6. Why did Dante place some Popes, the spiritual leaders of the Church, in the Third Bolgia of the Inferno?

7. In Canto XXX, the Jovial Friars, Catalano and Loderingo, are being punished. What exactly did they do and why is their sin so serious that it merits such harsh punishment?

8. In addition to real historical and contemporary figures, Dante placed fictional characters in the Inferno. What do you think is the purpose of including fictional characters? 

9. The Lake of Ice is the lowest level of the Inferno. What sins are punished there? How are they punished? Explain why their sin is so serious that it merits the worst punishment.

10. What did the Pilgrim learn from his experience by the time he returned to the natural world?

