Ovid, Metamorphoses
Multiple Choice Quiz

1. Before the physical world was created, the only thing that existed in Nature was:

a) Chaos *** (p. 1027)

b) the heavens 

c) light and darkness

d) the earth as a fiery ball

2. Man may have been created when Prometheus:

a) stole fire from the gods

b) took a clod of the aether and mixed it with water *** (p. 1029)

c) turned some animals into human forms

d) rescued the first man from the wrath of the gods

3. When Daphne escapes from Apollo, who is pursuing her, she asks her father to:

a) save her

b) stop Apollo

c) turn her into a tree

d) transform her into something that will destroy her beauty *** (p. 1032)

4. Jove tricks Juno by turning Io into:

a) a fog

b) a cow *** (p. 1034)

c) a gadfly

d) a tree

5. Juno tortures Io because she:

a) can’t punish Jove *** (p. 1034)

b) is jealous of Io’s beauty

c) is angry at herself

d) she hates other women

6. Jove fools Europa by changing himself into:

a) a handsome young man

b) her husband

c) an affectionate pet

d) a friendly white bull *** (p. 1039)

7. Proserpina is kidnapped by:

a) Jove

b) Pluto *** (p. 1042)

c) Neptune

d) Apollo

8. Proserpina returns from the underworld to her mother:

a) forever

b) because Pluto felt sorry for the mother and daughter

c) because the gods felt threatened

d) for half of every year *** (p. 1046)

9. Iphis’s mother presents the child as a boy instead of a girl because:

a) the family needs an heir

b) Greeks prefer boys

c) the father threatened to kill a girl child *** (p. 1049)

d) there are enough girls already in the family

10. Venus loves young Adonis; fearing that she might lose him, she warns him not to:

a) spend time with other women

b) take part in any battles

c) engage in sports

d) hunt wild beasts *** (p. 1063)

Short Answer Quiz

1. In what ways is the story of Creation similar to the one in Genesis? Why do you think there are so many similarities?

2. Why does Apollo love Daphne? Why does she not love him? How does she escape from him? How does Apollo react to the transformation? How do you feel about the justice of the situation?

3. Why does Jove turn Io into a heifer? How does Juno respond to Jove’s infidelity? How is the situation finally resolved? What do you think about the way the gods participate in the lives of humans?

4. How does Jove kidnap Europa? Why does he have to employ a ruse?

5. How does Proserpina react to her kidnapping? How does Pluto respond to her actions? How is she eventually released? Under what conditions? What natural event does this story represent?

6. What happens when Iphis, who appears to be male but is really female, is to marry Ianthe? What is the correlation of this story to contemporary gender issues?

7. Why does Myrrah love Cinyas and become pregnant? What taboos are violated? What is the outcome? If you were Cinyas, what would you have done when you learned the truth?

8. How does Venus try to protect Adonis? Is she successful? What does she do to honor him and their love? What does it mean to her?

9. Each of the stories in the Metamorphoses is about a physical transformation, but that transformation has a significance that transcends the physical aspect. Pick two stories and describe the physical transformation and its significance.

