Cervantes, Don Quixote
Multiple Choice Quiz

1. The narrator of the part 1 prologue tells the reader he is:

a) the father of Don Quixote

b) the author of a fictional account

c) a disinterested third party objectively reporting the events

d) the stepfather of Don Quixote *** (p. 2221)

2. In the part 1 prologue, the friend of the narrator says that the work needs no literary allusions because it:

a) is based on real historical events

b) is designed to be meaningful to future generations

c) is an attack on books of chivalry *** (p. 2225)

d) needs no literary or cultural context to be understood

3. In part 1, chapter 1, the reader learns that the gentleman Quejana:

a) is a rich prosperous farmer

b) is out of his mind *** (p. 2227)

c) is a well-known knight

d) hopes to write a novel

4. In part 1, chapter 1, Quejana decides to:

a) become a knight errant *** (p. 2228)

b) take better care of his land holdings

c) dream the impossible dream

d) give up reading and write his story instead

5. In part 1, chapter 1, before he can set off on his quest, he must:

a) gather his supplies

b) asks the king’s permission

c) consult with the narrator

d) identify a woman he can champion *** (p. 2229)

6. In part 1, chapter 2, when Don Quixote sets out on his quest, he remembers that he has not:

a) made arrangements for the care of his property

b) asked Dulcinea if he might champion her

c) been formally dubbed a knight *** (p. 2230)

d) asked Sancho Panza to be his squire

7. In part 1, chapter 3, Don Quixote asks the innkeeper to:

a) dub him a knight *** (p. 2234)

b) allow him to sleep in the barn

c) help him perform a task for the two women whom Don Quixote thinks are the ladies of the castle

d) give him a bed

8. In part 1, chapter 4, when Don Quixote comes upon a farmer beating his servant, he:

a) forces the farmer to make amends to the servant

b) pays the servant the money the farmer owes him

c) causes the farmer to repent

d) causes the servant worse punishment *** (p. 2239)

9. In part 1, chapter 5, Don Quixote’s niece blames his madness on:

a) the books he has read

b) herself *** (p.2245)

c) other people who didn’t help him

d) chivalry

10. In part 1, chapter 7, Don Quixote convinces the farmer who visits him every day:

a) to help him escape from his family’s care

b) that everyone supports his quest for adventure

c) that Dulcinea is waiting for their help

d) to become his squire *** (p. 2246)

11. The giants whom Don Quixote spies are:

a) figments of his imagination

b) towers of castles

c) windmills *** (p. 2247)

d) real people, but he remembers them as larger than life

12. In part 1, chapter 11, Don Quixote waxes poetic about the meaning of the Golden Age when he handles:

a) glittering stones

b) acorns *** (p. 2261)

c) water from a clear-running fountain

d) his patched and dented helmet

13. In part 1, the story of the shepherdess Marcela is about:

a) a mean ungrateful  woman

b) her suitors

c) her grief for a dead lover

d) a woman’s desire for freedom of behavior *** (p. 2268)

14. In part 1, chapter 21, Don Quixote thinks he is charging armies that in reality are:

a) muleherders

b) sheep *** (p. 2285)

c) pebbles from a brook

d) shepherds

15. In part 1, chapter 22, Don Quixote wants to free the chained criminals because:

a) his madness sees them as classical heroes

b) the severity of their punishment is excessive

c) he needs to perform a knightly action

d) they are not exercising their own free will *** (p. 2285)

16. In part 1, chapter 22, Don Quixote is rewarded by the prisoners, led by Pasamonte, by:

a) a hail of stones *** (p. 2292)

b) a promise to visit by Dulcinea

c) help to continue on his journey

d) their gratitude

17. In part 1, chapter 52, the lady that Don Quixote wants to set free is:

a) Dulcinea

b) The goatherd’s wife

c) A statue of the Virgin Mary *** (p. 2295)

d) Sancho Panza’s wife

18. In part 2, chapter 16, Sancho Panza names Don Quixote:

a) the Knight of the Wood

b) the Knight of the Mournful Countenance *** (p. 2328)

c) the Knight of the Mirrors

d) the Knight of the White Moon

19. In part 2, chapter 17, Don Quixote wants to fight:

a) lions *** (p. 2334)

b) sheep

c) windmills

d) Don Diego

20. In part 2, chapter 65, the Knight of the White Moon is revealed to be:

a) Don Diego

b) Tomé Cecial

c) Sanson Carrasco *** (p. 2341)

d) Don Antonio Moreno

21. In part 2, chapter 74, Don Quixote:

a) dies during a duel

b) decides to rest before starting a new adventure

c) is finally loved by Dulcinea

d) returns to his senses and repudiates the chivalric code *** (p. 2348) 

Short Answer Quiz

1. In the part 1 prologue, the narrator’s friend says about the story of Don Quixote, “All that you have to do is to make proper use of imitation in what you write, and the more perfect the imitation the better will your work be.” What does he mean by imitation?

2. How does Don Quixote pattern himself after the chivalric model? What is his quest? What does he think will be his reward if he is successful?

3. Don Quixote sets out by letting his horse choose whichever path it wants because he believed that “therein lay the very essence of adventures.” Explain what that means to Don Quixote.

4. Explain the medieval chivalric code. Why is it a worthy subject of satire?

5. Explain three aspects of chivalry Cervantes satirizes in the adventure of Don Quixote. Why do you think Cervantes wanted or needed to satirize chivalry?

6. Describe some instances when Don Quixote demonstrates his compassion for his fellow man. How could someone with such noble feelings go so wrong?

7. How do the people Don Quixote comes into contact with on his travels respond to his chivalric notions of them and their situations? Use specific examples to illustrate your answer.

8. Violence crops up at unexpected moments. Describe a situation in which violence is unexpected. What caused the violence? Who is responsible for it? What was the outcome?

9. Although Don Quixote is a comic figure, he causes harm to many people. Describe three incidents in which the comic turns to violence.

Why do you think so many of the people Don Quixote encounters go along with his madness and knight errant self-image? Explain several situations in which Don Quixote’s madness protects him. Explain several examples of his madness taking a dangerous turn for others.

10. Who is Sancho Panza? How does he come to be Don Quixote’s squire? Does he also suffer from madness or does he have another motivation? To what degree does he participate in Don Quixote’s madness? In what ways does he use their adventures to his own advantage?

11. What does “picaresque” mean? Explain three ways in which Don Quixote is a picaresque work.

12. Don Quixote keeps asking people for their word of honor to resolve a situation. Do any of them keep their word? If they do, why do you think they keep their word? If they don’t, why do you think they gave their word?

13. Explain two instances in which Sancho Panza gives Don Quixote good advice. Does Don Quixote take the advice? Why or why not? What is the outcome? If he had taken the advice, what probably would have happened? 

14. Pick three situations in the work. Who are the people involved and what is their situation? How does Don Quixote see each person and how does he interpret the situation? What do you think is the author’s underlying purpose for the disparity between the two?

15. Don Quixote’s purpose is to right wrongs. Pick several encounters and describe how each is ironically made worse by Don Quixote’s interference.

16. Don Quixote is frequently beaten. Pick three instances of beatings. What does he do to warrant each beating? How does he interpret their meaning? 

17. Don Quixote meets three knights in part 2. Who are the Knight of the Wood, the Knight of the Mirrors, and the Knight of the White Moon? What purpose does each character serve in illuminating Don Quixote’s character as well as the chivalric code?

18. In the final chapter, Don Quixote returns home and repudiates the chivalric code before he dies. Why does he do this? How does this final chapter complete the satire of the chivalric conventions?

19. Read the lyrics to “The Impossible Dream” from the musical The Man From La Mancha. Do you think the song hits or misses the point of Cervantes’ Don Quixote, as well as captures the accuracy of the character of Don Quixote?

To dream the impossible dream,
To fight the unbeatable foe,
To bear with unbearable sorrow,
To run where the brave dare not go.

To right the unrightable wrong,
To love pure and chaste from afar,
To try when your arms are too weary,
To reach the unreachable star.

This is my quest,
To follow that star(
No matter how hopeless,
No matter how far.

To fight for the right
Without question or pause,
To be willing to march
Into hell for a heavenly cause.

And I know if I'll only be true
To this glorious quest
That my heart will be peaceful and calm
when I'm laid to my rest.

And the world will be better for this,
that one man scorned and covered with scars
still strove with his last ounce of courage.
To reach the unreachable star.

To dream the impossible dream
To fight the unbeatable foe
To bear with unbearable sorrow
To run where the brave dare not go.

To right the unrightable wrong
To be better far than you are
To try when your arms are too weary
To reach the unreachable star.

This is my quest, to follow that star,
No matter how hopeless, no matter how far
To be willing to give when there's no more to give
To be willing to die so that honor and justice may live

And I know if I'll only be true to this glorious quest
That my heart will lie peaceful and calm when I'm laid to my rest

And the world will be better for this
That one man scorned and covered with scars
Still strove with his last ounce of courage
To reach the unreachable star.

