Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
Multiple Choice Quiz

1. In the General Prologue the Narrator tells the reader that the pilgrimage is bound for Canterbury to visit the English relics of:

a) St. Edward

b) St. Thomas *** (p. 1701) 

c) St. Southwark

d) St. Sebastian

2. Each pilgrim will tell:

a) one story each on both sides of the journey

b) one story going and two stories returning

c) two stories going and one story returning

d) two stories going and two stories returning *** (p. 1717)

3. The prize for the best story is:

a) dinner *** (p. 1717)

b) a flacon of the best wine

c) a free stay at the Tabard

d) the heartfelt gratitude of all the pilgrims

4. In The Miller’s Tale, John is:

a) a loving husband who is badly treated by the lovers *** (p. 1720)

b) a miserly husband who is cruel to his wife

c) a mean man who mistreats the student

d) a greedy man who deserves his fate

5. In The Miller’s Tale, to escape the coming flood, Nicholas and Alison and John are to:

a) separate and leave so they each will have a better chance of survival

b) hang from the rafters in tubs *** (p. 1729)

c) sit in a boat together to wait for the waters to rise

d) warn the village and then escape in a homemade boat

6. In The Miller’s Tale, Nicholas is:

a) caught by Alison’s husband

b) branded by Absolom *** (p. 1731)

c) rewarded by Alison

d) thought crazy by the townspeople

7. In The Wife of Bath’s Prologue, she tells the pilgrims that sexual organs are given to man and woman for:

a) elimination and pleasure *** p. 1735

b) procreation and pleasure

c) procreation only

d) pleasure only

8. In The Wife of Bath’s Prologue, she admits:

a) to marrying her fifth husband because she was lonely

b) marrying all her husbands for money

c) loving each of her husbands in her own way

d) to marrying her fifth husband for love *** (p. 1743)

9. In The Wife of Bath’s Tale, the knight who raped the young woman is:

a) put to death

b) sent away by Arthur

c) is sent on a quest by the queen *** (p. 1750)

d) required to marry the young woman

10. In The Wife of Bath’s Tale, the old hag tells the knight the answer to his question is that a woman:

a) wants love and security

b) wants to be master over her husband *** (p. 1752) 

c) needs a strong man to guide her through life

d) hopes to find her true love

11. In The Wife of Bath’s Tale, the hag becomes beautiful and faithful after she asks the knight whether he wanted her to be old and faithful or young and flirtatious because he:

a) was a true knight

b) trusted her to choose for him *** (p. 1756)

c) loved her as she was

d) didn’t care as long as he lived

12. In The Pardoner’s Prologue, he tells the pilgrims that his relics are:

a) the best that he could find

b) humble but real

c) false *** (p. 1757)

d) real but enhanced to seem more important

13. In The Pardoner’s Tale, the three young men are:

a) essentially honest but tempted beyond their endurance

b) possessed by the devil

c) drunk and so behave as they would not ordinarily behave

d) bad to the bone *** (p. 1759)

14. In The Pardoner’s Tale, he devotes much of his narrative to describing the sins of:

a) drunkenness, gambling, and gluttony *** (p. 1562(3)

b) sloth, avarice, and lust

c) wrath, gambling, lust

d) gambling, licentiousness, sloth

Short Answer Quiz

1. What is the cultural and theological reason for making a pilgrimage? It was relatively easy for an English person to travel to Canterbury. What does that tell you about Chaucer’s group of pilgrims?   

2. In the General Prologue, the narrator takes more than a dozen pages to describe many of the pilgrims. Why do you think Chaucer included these lengthy descriptions? How do the characterizations of the pilgrims who are included in the few tales in this Anthology correlate to the tale they tell? 

3. Describe the frame-tale. What do you think is the purpose of using the device? How does it enhance your understanding of the cultural and theological context of the stories?

4. How do you judge the behavior of Nicholas and Alison toward John and Absolom in The Miller’s Tale? How do you think the pilgrims judged their behavior? Why do you think there is or isn’t a difference?

5. The Wife of Bath’s Prologue reveals much about her character. How did she use her sexuality to control her husbands? What did she hope to gain from manipulating her husbands? How successful and happy do you think she is? Does she have any regrets?

6. In what ways might the Wife of Bath be considered a feminist, and in what ways might she be considered an antifeminist?

7. Compare the views of married life in The Miller’s Tale and in The Wife of Bath’s Prologue.  

8. In The Pardoner’s Prologue, he reveals many illicit facts about himself.  How does he earn his living? What is wrong with how he conducts his business? What is Chaucer satirizing in the clergy that the Pardoner represents? How should a Pardoner behave?

9. The Pardoner’s Tale recounts a wonderfully ironic story. Why is the fate of the three men both ironic and inevitable?

10. From the few tales you’ve read, what can you surmise about Chaucer’s worldview? What is his attitude toward the pilgrims, both as individuals and as representatives of types?

