Aeschylus, The Orestia

Multiple Choice Quiz

Agamemnon

1. At the beginning of the play, the Chorus:

a) rejoices that Agamemnon has probably returned *** (p. 508)

b) tells Clytemnestra that she should worry

c) praises Clytemnestra for her good guidance during the last ten years

d) says that Clytemnestra’s and Agamemnon’s children are now safe

2. When Clytemnestra hears that Agamemnon has returned, she:

a) rejoices at his safe arrival

b) warns Aegisthus to be wary of Agamemnon

c) curses the old men of the Chorus

d) reveals her plot to the audience *** (p. 512)

3. Clytemnestra tells Agamemnon that Orestes:


a) is away for his own protection *** (p. 529)

b) has plans against his father

c) is not a fit son for Agamemnon

d) is not yet ready to take his place as prince

4. When she first meets with Agamemnon, Clytemnestra:

a) recounts their children’s adventures

b) pretends to have missed him and to still love him *** (p. 530)

c) reveals her love for Aegisthus

d) is rude to him, foreshadowing his doom

5. When Agamemnon walks on the crimson tapestry:

a) Clytemnestra says it’s his due

b) he fears retribution from the gods *** (p. 531)

c) he fears Clytemnestra’s motives

d) he feels it is his due as the returning hero

6. Cassandra is a seer who:

a) is always believed because Apollo loves her

b) is never believed because Apollo is angry with her *** (p. 538)

c) cannot see her own doom

d) loves Agamemnon against her will

7. When Clytemnestra meets Cassandra, she:

a) says she understands her

b) covertly threatens to kill her

c) rebukes her for having sex with Agamemnon

d) tells her that she will be treated according to her station in life *** (p. 534)

8. Clytemnestra tells the Chorus that she killed Agamemnon because:

a) she prefers reigning in his place

b) she wants Aegisthus instead

c) she wants to protect her children against any Agamemnon might produce with Cassandra

d) she holds him responsible for the death of their daughter *** (p. 544)

9. At the end of the play, the Leader says that:

a) Clytemnestra and Aegisthus will die

b) Orestes will return home *** (p. 550)

c) what’s done is done and Clytemnestra and Aegisthus will reign

d) peace will be restored

Short Answer Quiz

1. Clytemnestra is angry with Agamemnon for several past acts. What are her grievances? Explain why you think they are or are not legitimate.

2. Cassandra is a major character although she has little dialogue. What do you think is her function in the play?

3. Why does Clytemnestra have Agamemnon walk on the crimson tapestry? How does Agamemnon interpret the action? Why does he do it?

4. Do you think Agamemnon deserves his fate? Why or why not?

5. What is Aegisthus’s grievance against Agamemnon? Why is he willing to help Clytemnestra in her plot against Agamemnon?

6. Why do you think the Chorus doesn’t help Agamemnon or stop Clytemnestra?

The Libation Bearers

1. Orestes returns to Argos because:

a) he wants to visit his mother after their long separation

b) he longs to see his sister, Electra

c) Apollo told him to avenge his father’s death *** (p. 551)

d) he wants to take the throne now that he is of age

2. After recognizing each other, Orestes and Electra first:

a) offer sacrifice to Zeus for Agamemnon *** (p. 558)

b) agree to punish Clytemnestra

c) tell stories about their pasts

d) blame Clytemnestra and Aegisthus for their unhappy plight

3. When the Chorus says “It is the law: when the blood of slaughter wets the ground, it wants more blood,” it is saying that:


a) Clytemnestra murdered Agamemnon

b) Orestes and Electra should kill their mother

c) it is through their blood connection that Orestes and Electra recognize each other

d) the law requires that someone must avenge Agamemnon’s death *** (p. 561)

4. Orestes and Pylades meet Clytemnestra, they tell her that:

a) Orestes is dead *** (p. 568)

b) Orestes has returned 

c) she should beware of retribution for her past crimes

d) Orestes will soon return

5. After Orestes slays Clytemnestra, he:

a) feels sorrow but also a sense of triumph for vindicating his father

b) is exiled and pursued by monsters *** (p. 578)

c) regrets his actions because he loved his mother

d) is comforted by the Chorus who want him to stay and be king

Short Answer Quiz

1. Why does the Chorus urge Orestes and Electra to avenge Agamemnon’s death? What will be the consequences for them if they do and if they don’t kill Clytemnestra?

2. In addition to the murder of Agamemnon, of what other crimes are Clytemnestra and Aegisthus guilty? To what, if any, extent do those crimes influence Orestes to take action?

3. Describe the plan by which Orestes will slay Clytemnestra and Aegisthus. Be sure to include all the people who are involved in the plot. What is the outcome?

The Eumenides

1. After the murders of Clytemnestra and Aegisthus, Orestes flees Argos and first:

a) goes to the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi *** (p. 579)

b) goes to Athens to seek peace

c) tries to make amends

d) tries to protect his sister

2. Apollo sends Orestes:

a) back to Argos to make amends

b) to Athens to seek help from Athena *** (p. 581)

c) to seek forgiveness from Clytemnestra’s family

3. Orestes is judged by:

a) the gods

b) the Furies

c) citizens of Argos

d) citizens of Athens *** (p. 592)

4. Apollo testifies that killing Clytemnestra is not matricide because:

a) Orestes had no choice

b) she was a captive of Agamemnon and therefore not a willing mother

c) she is not a parent, just an incubator *** (p. 497)

d) she is not really his mother

5. The verdict is:

a) unanimous for innocence

b) unanimous for guilty

c) split with Apollo casting the tie breaker

d) split with Athena casting the tie breaker *** (p. 599)

6. At the end of the play, the Furies:

a) share the ruling of Athens with Athena *** (p. 603)

b) become enraged and fly off

c) accept the verdict

d) kill Orestes in anger

Short Answer Quiz

1. Explain the central paradox of the play.

2. In Athens, Athena establishes a courtroom to hear Orestes’ case. What are the charges proposed by the Furies? What is Apollo’s defense?

3. Describe the criteria that are established during the trial of Orestes by which future criminals will be judged.

4. Do you agree with the philosophic underpinnings of Apollo’s defense of Orestes? Why or why not?

Research Question

Eugene O’Neill wrote a trilogy based on the Orestia: Mourning Becomes Electra, comprising The Homecoming and The Hunted and the Haunted. In what ways are the two trilogies similar? In what ways are they different? Explain which of these dissimilarities is the result of the contemporary cultural context of the play?

