World Masterpieces 271


Name:________________________

Exam #1

Beginnings through Augustine
100 points possible—4 points per question
Short Answer:  Please write brief but complete answers to the following questions:

The Epic of Gilgamesh

1.  What complaint about Gilgamesh do the citizens of his kingdom make to the gods at the beginning of the story?

2. How is Enkidu tamed and “humanized”?
3.  What leads to Enkidu’s death?

4.  What test does Utnapishtim give to Gilgamesh to see if Gilgamesh might be worthy of eternal life?

The Old Testament

5. Why does Cain slay his brother Abel?

6. Just before the Hebrew God expels Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, what single act does the Hebrew God do for them that indicates that he still cares for them?

7. How does Noah know that the flood waters have abated?
8. Who is Ishmael?

9. Who talks the Hebrew God out of killing the entire population of Sodom and Gomorrah?

10.  How does the Book of Genesis explain the origin of Languages?

The Iliad

11. Why does Agamemnon give Chryses’ daughter back to her father?

12.  What prompts Achilles to rejoin the Greeks’ fight against Troy?

13.  What prompts Priam to visit the Greek camp?

14. What hero’s funeral ends the poem?

The Odyssey

15. Who are the Lotus Eaters?
16.  How does Odysseus resist the effects of Circe’s potion, the potion that has turned many of his men into swine? 

17.  When Odysseus encounters the ghost of Achilles in the Kingdom of the Dead and suggests that Achilles should be joyful because he (Achilles) rules over the dead, what is Achilles’ response?

18. In terms of the social conventions of his day, what is Odysseus’ main objection to his treatment by the Cyclops and Penelope’s treatment by the Suitors?
The Christian Bible
19. Why does Jesus teach in parables?
20. Consider the Parable of the Lost Sheep.  What message is Jesus sending to the individual?

21.  What is the final instruction Jesus gives his disciples when He appears to them after His Resurrection?  
Oedipus Rex

22. Who or what does the Chorus represent in the play?

23.  What act of free choice does Oedipus make once he discovers the truth?

24.  How does the play end?  What happens to Oedipus? 

Augustine
25. In his final spiritual crisis, Augustine tells us that he hears a boy’s or a girl’s voice chanting a phrase.  What is the three-word phrase he hears?
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