World Masterpieces 271


Name:______________________ 
Experience #1             The Epic of Gilgamesh through Oedipus Rex
100 points possible

Note:  Please write as legibly as possible.  Your use of English will account for part of the points each answer is awarded.  

 Questions 1 through 10 are short answer, each worth up to 8 points.  Please be clear and specific in your answers.
The Epic of Gilgamesh

 1. What leads to Enkidu’s death?

2. What test does Utnapishtim give Gilgamesh to see if Gilgamesh might be worthy of eternal life?

The Hebrew Bible 

 3. What is one indication that the Hebrew God still cares about Adam and Eve even after their disobedience?

 4. How does the Hebrew bible explain the origin of languages?

5. What is Joseph able to do that causes the Egyptian pharaoh to give him (Joseph) a position of authority?

The Iliad

 6.  For a good part of the Iliad, Achilles refuses to fight for Agamemnon and the Greek effort to defeat Troy.  Two questions:  Why does he refuse?    What makes him change his mind?

  7. What prompts Priam to visit the Greek camp?

The Odyssey

 8. What offends Odysseus most about the Cyclops other than the Cyclops eating his men?

Oedipus the King 

9. What function does the Chorus serve in Oedipus the King?  Who is the Chorus intended to represent?
10. What act of free choice does Oedipus make once he discovers the truth?

 General   (10 points each)
11. Both Gilgamesh and Achilles lose partners (Gilgamesh loses Enkidu; Achilles loses Patroclus).  In what way is their reaction different to these losses? Why?

12. The Book of Job and Oedipus Rex attempt to teach the same lesson.  What is the lesson?
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