The Renaissance 

Multiple Choice Quiz

1) The Renaissance is said to have begun in: 

a. France

b. Italy *** 

c. England

d. Germany

2) Renaissance society was:

a. free and easy

b. antireligious

c. the Age of Faith

d. strictly regulated *** (p. 1883)

3) Renaissance writers:

a. copied the style of the late Middle Ages

b. created one dimensional characters

c. created intellectually autonomous characters *** (p. 1883)

d. were interested in native cultures

4) Based on contemporary astronomical studies, Renaissance writers:

a. reaffirmed the traditional scientific view of the universe

b. had to reconceive the nature of the universe *** (p. 1883)

c. realized they no longer understood the nature of the universe

d. rejected religion

5) Which of the following authors did not write in the Renaissance?

a. Cervantes

b. Chaucer *** (p. 1883)

c. Milton

d. Rabelais

6) The Renaissance was a “rebirth” of:

a. religious devotion

b. scientific discovery

c. scholasticism

d. the classical past *** (p. 1885)

7) The Renaissance invention that changed the world was:

a. the telescope

b. the wine press

c. the water screw for irrigation

d. the printing press *** (p. 1883)

8) New knowledge and discoveries caused Renaissance authors to create literary characters who:

a. had no firm ground to stand on as they confronted life *** (p. 1884)

b. suffered because they rejected religion

c. were obsessed with alchemy

d. formulated new methods of inquiry

9) To the Renaissance mind, the world became increasingly:

a. knowable

b. easy to regulate

c. easier to live in

d. complex and uncertain *** (p. 1884)

10) Discourses on the First Ten Books of Livy was written by:

a. Castiglione

b. Ariosto

c. Machiavelli *** (p. 1884)

d. Erasmus

11) Machiavelli’s Discourses on the First Ten Books of Livy said that rulers should be:

a. feared

b. leaders in warfare

c. as willing to practice ancient virtues as are artists *** (p. 1884)

d. modeled on Roman emperors

12) The Renaissance occurred:

a. at the same time in most European countries

b. at different times in different countries *** (p. 1885)

c. because of a loss of religious faith

d. because people were tired of the medieval outlook on life

13) In their writings, Renaissance authors made liberal use of allusions to classical works and to:

a. Scriptures *** (p. 1885)

b. astronomy

c. medieval literature

d. warfare

14) In the Renaissance, educated people spoke both their native languages and:

a. Greek

b. Latin *** (p. 1885)

c. Italian

d. English

15) The Renaissance thought the Middle Ages was:

a. a long “night” that preceded it *** (p. 1886)

b. its “academic” basis

c. the “enlightened” past

d. the “glorious” past

16) The Renaissance was:

a. more concerned with the afterlife than with life on earth

b. less concerned with the afterlife than with life on earth *** (p. 1886)

c. equally focused on the afterlife and life on earth

d. more concerned with the nature of the universe than with the life of mankind

17) According to Renaissance belief, human action is judged:

a. by the “natural law”

b. by the current standard of right and wrong

c. as a moral test

d. by its validity and effectiveness *** (p. 1886)

18) The Italian Renaissance concept of “virtú” meant:

a. chastity

b. intrinsic ability *** (p. 1887)

c. goodness

d. temperance and clemency

19) The Italian Renaissance concept of “fame” and “glory” refers to:

a. a person’s success and reputation on Earth *** (p. 1887)

b. being a good ruler

c. success on the battlefield

d. a person’s reward in the afterlife

20) The Courtier was written by: 

a. Machiavelli

b. Castiglione *** (p. 1887)

c. Ariosto

d. Erasmus

21) During the Renaissance, church and state were:

a. separate but equal

b. bound together *** (p. 1888)

c. at odds because the Church was more powerful

d. at odds because the State was more powerful

22) Renaissance Humanism:

a. denies the existence of God

b. denies the importance of God

c. sees mankind as one of God’s greatest creations ***

d. gives mankind dominion over the lower orders

23) Which Renaissance man was not a reformer of the Catholic Church?

a. Luther

b. Zwingle

c. Calvin

d. Cromwell *** (p. 1888)

24) The Renaissance Papacy was:

a. primarily interested in political power

b. primarily concerned with its religious mission

c. both a religious and a political power *** (p. 1888)

d. totally corrupted by greed for wealth and power

25) The Courtier:

a. described how to be a successful ruler

b. praised a duke for being a warrior and a supporter of the arts *** (p. 1888)

c. described the difficulty of being a “Renaissance Man”

d. praised the architecture of Urbino

26) A man of the Renaissance might guarantee his memorability by:

a. quoting poetry at appropriate moments

b. reading both classical and contemporary authors

c. befriending well-known artists and poets

d. having his portrait painted by a well-known artist *** (p. 1889)

27) The Renaissance believed that it was God’s intention that man should:

a. exercise control over the material world

b. know he was God’s greatest creation

c. do meaningful work on Earth *** (p. 1889)

d. strive for fame and glory

28) The “dignity of man” refers to:

a. the life of the soul

b. the artistic and creative process

c. the intellectual and physical virtue of being human *** (p. 1889)

d. the importance of European culture over native cultures

29) A negative consequence of Renaissance delight in earthly achievement was:

a. a questioning of the worth of human achievement *** (p. 1889)

b. a loss of faith

c. a misguided sense of human superiority

d. an awareness of man’s inability to know the mind of God

30) Renaissance melancholy is:

a. a general sadness about life

b. the result of questioning the value of human achievements *** (p. 1889)

c. the result of a lack of faith

d. understanding the insignificance of Man 

31) Orlando Furioso was written by:

a. Castiglione

b. Machiavelli

c. Arisoto *** (p. 1889)

d. Erasmus

32) Castiglione uses what form to define the role of a courtier?

a. dialogue *** (p. 1889)

b. monologue

c. the Socratic method

d. internal debate

33) Marguerite de Navarre wrote about:

a. the aristocracy

b. the clergy

c. rulers

d. the lower classes *** (p. 1889)

34) The Renaissance is seen as the “early modern period” because it:

a. separates religion and politics

b. questions the nature of the world and the problem of power *** (p. 1889)

c. asks people to examine their lives

d. feels angst in the face of an indifferent universe

35) A difficult problem Renaissance thinkers tried to solve was:

a. how man should interpret the new scientific data

b. how to create rapport between church and state

c. the conflict between absolute power and the rights of the people *** (p. 1889)

d. the lack of literacy and therefore the lack of information available to the people

