The Bible: The Old Testament

Multiple Choice Quiz

1. The forbidden fruit is from:

a) an apple tree

b) the tree of knowledge

c) the tree in the midst of the garden *** 

d) the tree of good and evil

2. As punishment for his murder of Able, Cain:

a) is cast out

b) condemned to death

c) will not reap anything worthwhile from the soil ***

d) is marked for slaughter by God

3. Noah knew that all would be well when:

a) God told him

b) the dove returned with an olive leaf ***

c) the water receded and the earth was dry

d) the ark landed 

4. Joseph refused the advances of his master’s wife because:

a) it was immoral

b) he was afraid he would be punished

c) the master trusted Joseph ***

d) he could not lie with a gentile woman

5. Job is tested because:

a) he is representative of all men

b) of a quarrel between Yahweh and the Accuser ***

c) he has more than anyone else and they are jealous

d) he has sons who are not doing the right thing

6. In anticipation of the Lord appearing on Mt. Sinai, the people of Moses are asked to:

a) wash their cloaks and abstain from sex ***

b) ready themselves to hear the word of the Lord

c) pray for forgiveness

d) destroy their false idols

7. Job asks God:

a) to explain what he has done wrong so he can answer the accusation ***

b) to relieve him of his suffering and send it to someone else

c) to leave him alone

d) to reward his quiet suffering

8. The Song of Songs tells of:

a) how two men love each other

b) the love between a man and a woman

c) the appreciation a man and a woman have for each other’s body ***

d) the beauty of the human spirit

Short Answer Quiz

1. What do you think is the view of human sexuality expressed in the Song of Songs? How is that similar to or different from the current view of sexuality?

2. For what reason(s) is Job tested? How is he tested? How does he respond to each of the miseries inflicted on him? What is the final outcome for him? Why? If you were Job, what would you have done?  

3. This translation of the first few books of Genesis may be different from the one you use. What are some of those differences? Do they affect your understanding of the meaning of the text? Why or why not?

4. There are many varieties of language in the world, but many of them have the same antecedent; they are Indo-European. According to Genesis 11, how and why did that single language develop into so many others?

5. Why do you think Abraham bowed to the will of God to sacrifice his son Isaac? What is the conflict between faith and reason inherent in the story? If you were Abraham, what would you have done? Why?

6. Pick three incidents from the story of Joseph and explain how he used his intelligence to solve the difficult problem presented in each incident?  

7. Why is Sodom destroyed? Why are Lot and his family chosen for rescue? Explain how Lot’s behavior during the confrontation with the men of Sodom illustrates the wisdom of God’s saving him.

