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 Name:__________________(+4)
Experience #2




100 points possible

I. Short Answer (8 points each):  Please write brief but complete answers to the following questions:

The Christian Bible
1.  Please explain the meaning of the following parable taught by Jesus.  What do the different fates of the seeds represent?
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9
2. What final instruction does Jesus give his disciples?
Beowulf

3.  At the beginning of the poem, why does Beowulf come to the aid of Hrothgar?

4.  Who is Wiglaf?  What part does he play in the narrative?

5. Just after Beowulf dies, we read that a “Geat woman too sang out in grief/ with hair bound up, she unburdened herself/ of her worst fears . . . .”  Knowing what you know of Beowulf’s world, specifically, what does the woman fear?
Dante’s Inferno

6. Name one category of people whose souls dwell in Limbo (The First Circle).  Why would Dante, a Christian author, need to create a Limbo for them?

7. One group of sinners is punished by being forced to chase a blank banner or flag for all eternity.  Which group of sinners is punished in this way and why is a blank banner appropriate to their sin?

8. Minos sends the souls of one group of sinners down to the Seventh Circle where these souls grow into trees for the harpies to feed on.  What sin does this eternal fate punish and why is the punishment appropriate to the sin?

9. We read that the wasters and hoarders suffer the same punishment in the same circle (Fourth Circle).  What is it about these two sins that makes the same punishment appropriate?
10.  Why is an eternity of ice an appropriate environment for the damned souls of the Ninth Circle?  Give an example of a sin that would place a sinner in this circle.
11.  Three parts: First, how many heads does Lucifer (Dis, Satan) have?  Second, name one of the three historical figures being chewed in one of Lucifer’s mouths.  Third, please explain why Dante, a Christian, would put into two of Satan’s mouths historical figures that lived and died before the time of Jesus. 
12. Please explain why Dante and Virgil have to climb down from Lucifer’s heads to his waist and then have to climb up from Lucifer’s waist to his feet to reach the Earth’s surface.
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