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In-Class Essay—March 1 and 2

(50 points possible)

Directions: The first day of this assignment is rough draft day.  Please turn in all your work at the end of this class.  Tomorrow I will return you rough draft, and you will have the class period to create a final copy.

First, if you have not already done so, please read the essay “Grades and Self-Esteem,” pp. 768-770 by Randy Moore.

Prompt:

In his essay, Moore contends that building self-esteem rather than building academic skills has become the primary goal of today’s teachers and schools, and that this has led to graduates who are poorly or unprepared to be successful in the real world.

Consider this: Which is more important for schools to do?  Build students’ self-esteem, perhaps at the expense of their academic skills, or emphasize academic skills, perhaps at the expense of self-esteem?  Write an essay giving two to three reasons for your position.  Feel free to use examples from your past experience to enhance your reasons.

Note: Your thesis is your position on the issue.
Recommended outline:

Paragraph #1: Introduction and thesis sentence (your position).

Paragraph #2: Reason #1

Paragraph #3: Reason #2

Paragraph #4: (Optional) Reason #3

Paragraph #5: An elegant conclusion

When I grade your essay, I will look for the following in particular:

 

· Organization:  a clear thesis sentence at the end of your first paragraph.  A “Milkshake Essay” structure throughout.

· Development: a clear topic sentence at the beginning of each body paragraph as well as unity, coherence, and completeness of body paragraph details.

· Language Use: absence of sentencing errors (fragments, comma splices, run-ons).  Proper use of Commonly Confused Words (Zero-Tolerance Skill #1 (pp. 536-546)) and subject-verb agreement (pp. 454-459).  Proper use of pronoun agreement and reference (pp. 464-469).
