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NAME:_________________

English 99

FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
185 points possible  

Part I.  Sentencing
Directions:  Put an “F” next to the word group if it is a fragment.  Put a “C” next to the word group if it is a complete sentence (2 points each).

_____1. After going to Mark’s house and seeing his mother.

_____2. Although Bob thought the car was broken.

_____3. Even though Emma wanted a taco, she ordered a pizza.

_____4. Especially on days before a big test.

_____5. Linda wanted to carry the bag to the store.

_____6. Grandma was excited because of her family’s visit.

_____7. This test is easier than I expected.
_____8. Reading 400 pages for next week’s class.
_____9. To study really hard for all of my classes.

Now pick any two of the fragments you discovered above and turn them into complete sentences (1 point each).

#_______________________________________________________________________

#_______________________________________________________________________

Part II:  Run-ons and Comma Splices

Directions:  Below are sentences that are correct as well as sentences that have comma splice or run-on errors.  Put a “+” (plus sign) in the blanks next to correct sentences.  Put a “-” (minus sign) in the blanks next to sentences that contain run-ons or comma splice errors (2 points each).

_____1.  After meeting Estelle at school, Ralph went to McDonald’s.

_____2.  Bob wanted to please his boss, so he worked an extra two days last week.

_____3.  We all hope to do well in the class that’s why we study so hard.

_____4.  The next year will hold many surprises, let’s hope they are good ones.

_____5.  My English teacher loves to give tests; he gives one nearly every week.

_____6.  Even though Godzilla is not a reptile, he tends to spend time with amphibians.

_____7.  The movie Godzilla Marries Mothra was a wonderful documentary, I wonder why I did not read about it in the news.

_____8.  Sentencing is not very difficult to understand, but writing sentences is sometimes difficult to do.

_____9.  The boys really were hoping to win the game, they wanted to take home the trophy.

_____10.  The police car sped through the intersection it must have been going 80 MPH.

_____11.  Spring is my favorite season because I love the flowers and the warmer days.

_____12.  I hope that next quarter I have wonderful instructors; good instructors make learning fun and worthwhile.

_____13.  Sally was not sure whom to blame, according to her the whole world was at fault.

_____14.  New York is a wonderful city, yet it is big and frightening as well

_____15.  The ski season is just about to start, and soon the ski resorts will open.

PART III:  Words Often Confused

Directions: Please circle or underline the correct choice (1 point each).

1.  It is (a, an) honor to (accept, except) this award.

2. Your decision may have a terrible (effect, affect) on the rest of us.  Why don't you listen to our (advice, advise)?

3. All of us were (affected, effected) by the film (accept, except) Karen who was (a, an) hour late.                                                                                                                                                                 

4. That was a very (affective, effective) speech. 

5. Is this (your, you’re) horse?  Well, (who’s, whose) horse is it?

6. The number of students (hear, here) is greater (than, then) we could hoped for.

7. (It’s, Its) (to, too, two) (quiet, quite) here.

8. (They're, Their, There) were (fewer, less) complaints about the (affects, effects) of the tax increase.
  9. I think I (past, passed) the test, but I forgot many of the (principles, principals) taught.

10. (Its, It's) (to, two, too) bad you didn't (no, know) the answer.

11. What (principles, principals) do you live by, and what is your (principle, principal) reason for being in school.

12. I thought I would (lose, loose) my mind trying to decide (who’s, whose) offer to (accept, except). 

13. I bought (a, an) apple about (a, an) hour before class.

14. (They're, Their, There) friends want us to come (they're, their, there) to visit.

15. The (principal, principle) reason I loved this course was the (affect, effect) it had on my friends and (they're, their, there) attitudes.

Words Often Confused: Please write sentences using the following words properly (2 points each).

1. it’s  

____________________________________________________________

2. principal
____________________________________________________________

3. their 

____________________________________________________________

4. hear 

____________________________________________________________

5. accept 
____________________________________________________________

6. too

____________________________________________________________

7. an 

____________________________________________________________

8.  you’re 
____________________________________________________________

9. they’re
____________________________________________________________

10. than

____________________________________________________________

Part IV:  Subject/Verb Agreement

Please circle the correct choices in the sentences below (3 points each). 

1.  There (was, were) packages from all of our friends.

2.  Each of us (has, have) an assignment.

3.  Over by the door (was, were) three policemen.

4.  Everybody at my new school (is, are) friendly.

5.  The onions in that soup (gives, give) me heartburn.

6.  One of the students (has, have) finished the assignment.

7.  All of us (is, are) happy that the quarter is almost finished.

8.  Either of the girls (is, are) a good choice.

9.  Here (is, are) the invitations that you ordered.

10. All of the buildings (is, are) fireproof.

Part V: Pronoun agreement and point of view

Please circle the correct choices in the sentences below. (3 points each)

1.  One of the girls lost (her, their) glasses.

2.  I told Bob and (he, him) that I would be late.

3.  This is between you and (I, me).

4.  Give this speech to Bob and (she, her).

5.  (We, Us) students are doing well in this course.

6.  I wanted to buy this for my brother and (I, me).

7.  Our neighbors asked Rosa and (I, me) to watch their house.

8.  Bob is taller than (I, me) am, but I am younger than (he, him) is.

9.  It was (she, her) that I saw at the theater.

Part VI: Apostrophes (2 points each)
Please change the following phrases so that the owner precedes what is owned.  Then using either an apostrophe or an apostrophe and an “s,”  punctuate each owner properly to show ownership.

Example:  the book belonging to Steve


Steve’s book

1. The fenders belonging to the car

___________________________________________

2.  The purses belonging to the women

___________________________________________

3.  The homes belonging to the neighbors

___________________________________________

4.  The complaints of the students

___________________________________________

5.  The toys of the children

___________________________________________

6.  The siren of the police car

___________________________________________

7.  The brakes belonging to the truck

___________________________________________

8.  The lights belonging to the river

___________________________________________

9.  The roller skates owned by James

___________________________________________

10.  the babies belonging to the mothers

___________________________________________

