1. Did you enjoy Juno? How believable did you find the characters, and with which of them did you find most easy to empathise?

2. Screenwriter Diablo Cody asserts that the film ‘raises a lot of questions about love, freedom, marriage and where we’re ultimately supposed to wind up in life.’ What did you feel were the key themes in the film? To what extent did you think that the film took these issues seriously?

3. Ellen Page, who plays Juno, says that her character is ‘completely devoid of stereotype’. To what extent would you agree with this assessment? How successful do you think the film was in avoiding stereotypes? Did you find that Juno challenged any preconceptions you had about certain kinds of people or situations?

4. How did the unconventional dialogue affect the way you viewed the characters? How did it reveal or mask the thoughts and feelings of the characters? What was your favourite line of the film, and why? Why do you think people, especially teenagers, enjoy inventing new words and phrases to express themselves?

5. ‘I think that kids get bored and have intercourse.’

Why do you think that being ‘sexually active’ and unwanted pregnancies are so common among teenagers in our society at the moment? How did you feel about the way Juno approaches these issues? How do you think we can respond to such trends helpfully?

6. Why do you think Juno decides against having an abortion? How did you feel about her decision to give her baby to the Lorings? What would you advise Juno to do in her situation, and what principles underlie your approach to this issue?

7. Juno has some strong ideas about the kind of parents she wants for her baby. What did you think about her criteria, and what criteria would you set in her situation? The Bible describes God as a perfect Father. To what extent does this inform the way you think about God?

8. Have you any experience of adoption? If you were in Vanessa’s situation, what would you tell the baby about its family and origins? According to the Bible, belief in Jesus enables Christians to be adopted as God’s children (John 1:12-13). Is this an idea that appeals to you, and does it affect the way you live your life? 

9. Juno’s family is loving and supportive, yet very few conventional family situations are shown in the film. How important is ‘family’ in Juno, and what do you think the film has to say about the way families ought to be? Many families today do not conform to the traditional nuclear model. Why do you think this is, and what might be the implications of this trend?

10. The film starts and ends ‘with a chair’. Is there any significance in this? To what extent do the characters and their lives change in between, and what lessons are learned?

11. What did you think of Juno’s relationship with Bleeker? Do you think it is likely that their relationship will last? How is love presented in the film? Did you agree with the conclusions the film comes to?

12. ‘I think it has an extremely universal message, about growing up being true to yourself, and that’s really what matters. And it kind of does have that all-you-need-is-love quality to it; when you break it down, that’s all you really need.’

Would you agree with the above assessment of Juno from actress Ellen Page? Why do you think these themes are so popular in films? To what extent do you agree that love is all you need? Do you think that any of the relationships in the film were presented as being everything the characters needed? Have you had any experience of a completely fulfilling relationship?

 

