HANDICAPPING IN REALITY:

A Reflection
After plenty of time spent analyzing, I realized that there were truly five different ways that I handicap the people around me. Some are rather direct, but there was one handicap that I put on people that I have never realized before.

It is surely natural for people to judge others. In my case, one of the handicaps I give to strangers is as I meet them. I normally give someone new that I am just meeting about two minutes before I begin to judge their entire being, from physical looks to their personality.  This character trait is a definite drawback to others, and me, because I haven’t given either of us time to get to know on another, in case we really have a bond that is worth the time. 

Secondly, I’m often spiteful towards my younger sister causing her to receive blame or to not be able to do something she had wanted to do. This disadvantage keeps my sister from experiencing a lot of great times with her friends as she grows up.

Probably the most embarrassing handicap that I put on people is when I am at cheerleading practice, or cheerleading at a sporting event. When it comes to this sport, I am a very outspoken, opinionated, and a seemingly “know-it-all” type of captain. I feel like I always know what is best for our squad and it is very hard to make me believe that other people’s ideas are better or are actually worth considering.  

Next, I found that in relationships that I have with others, I tend to handicap them with my jealousy. It is hard for me to accept my friend or boyfriend befriending someone I fear is superior to me in looks or personality. This negative aspect towards my disposition has handicapped my boyfriends and best friends by making it hard for them to keep and make friends. 

Lastly, I found a handicap that I give to people that I never realized before until I sat down at my computer to type this reflection. As I signed on to Instant Messenger and began to look at profiles and away messages, I realized that I judge others by their fonts, font colors, and the way they abbreviate words and use slang terms. I usually immediately label them as “stupid” or “ignorant”, and this handicap that I indirectly give never lets that person prove themselves to me in reality since I usually avoid them. 

After completing my “Harrison Burgeron Project” I ended up learning a lot about myself and even more about my partner, Janet. I was able to list five of my strengths and five of my weaknesses. This gave me the chance to look at myself for who I really am as a person without sugarcoating anything. Also, I assisted Janet in listing her strengths and weaknesses and she revealed things to me that I never really noticed about her. I thoroughly enjoyed this part of the project because it actually helped me to get to know myself better. 

Another portion of this project asked us to think of a well-known figure that is excellent at what they do. Since we chose Frank Sinatra, I was able to learn about the professional struggles that society handicapped him with as he was making his way to the top of the entertainment business and back down again. 

Although it was a tedious process getting everything together and done right, I was glad that I completed this project which such comprehensive results about myself, my partner, and my celebrity. It was nice being assigned to look at yourself for the person others see, others judge, and how you see yourself. 

