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J. Roth

Beginning-of-the-Quarter Writing Sample

Name:__________________________

Quarter:______________

Which of the following writing classes have you taken?  

English 97   Yes   No    Quarter and year:__________ Instructor:________________

English 98   Yes   No    Quarter and year:__________ Instructor:________________

English 99   Yes   No    Quarter and year:__________ Instructor:________________

English 101 Yes   No    Quarter and year:__________ Instructor:________________

According to a section of the introduction in the book The Unthinkable,

Most of us have imagined what it might be like to experience a plane crash or a fire or an earthquake.  We have ideas about what we might do or fail to do, how it might feel for our hearts to pound in our chests, whom we might call in the final moments, and whether we might suddenly be compelled to seize the hand of the businessman sitting in the window seat. We have fears that we admit to openly and ones that we never discuss. We carry around this half-completed sentence, filing in different scenarios depending on the anxiety of the times: I wonder what I would do if… (Ripley vii).

 Part of this quarter’s reading will deal with the idea of how people react in a serious crisis and how the brain reacts under extreme pressure.  Many people who have experienced such a disaster exhibit reactions ranging from a sense of paralysis to acting heroically.  How do you think you would react in a crisis?  Write an essay that discusses two or three characteristics that you think would determine your survival in a serious disaster. Do your best to show proper mechanics, organization, and structure.


Comments/Recommendation:
