101 In-Class Essay Prompts on All Quiet on the Western Front
Choose one of the two prompts listed below to on which to write your in-class essay.  Your instructor will give you instructions about what to bring and when to do this in-class writing.  
This in-class essay will be one of the three components in your final 101 portfolio.
 
1). Write an essay that discusses the ideas of "home" in the novel.  How does it affect Paul's view of the war, himself, his family, and/or his future?  Consider more than just Paul’s childhood home in your exploration of this topic.
 
-or-

2). Over the last 100 years, American soldiers have participated in several major wars that impacted them in powerful, life-altering ways. Each war was fought at a different time, against a different kind of enemy and with different military technologies. Nevertheless, all soldiers in the field of war share common, universal experiences no matter the time or circumstance. Although the story of the German soldiers in All Quiet on the Western Front took place during World War I, what characteristics of their experience do you think are common for all soldiers in combat situations? Write an essay where you choose at least three examples of these war-time experiences, and explain Remarque’s view or attititude toward these universal elements. Be sure to use details, quotes and information from the text to support your reasons. 

