You have been selected for a very great honor.  You will decide which three items will be placed in a time capsule and buried beneath the cornerstone of a new building.

You study the history and meaning of time capsules and find that on occasion when a new building is constructed, a time capsule is buried under the new building’s cornerstone.  
This time capsule is a durable, watertight container that usually remains buried until the new building, having grown old, is torn down, perhaps 50 to 100 years later. The people who bury time capsules place in them items that best reflect the life and times in which they live.  
Thus, when a time capsule is unearthed 50 to 100 years later, those who discover and open the capsule and examine the items inside have a better sense of what life was like and what was important to those who buried it.

Writing Assignment:

What three items would you pick to go in the time capsule?  In other words, what items do you think would best represent American society of today?  Give reasons you selected your particular items. 

Suggested Outline

Paragraph #1—Introduction and thesis sentence

Paragraph #2—Item #1 and reasons for including it

Paragraph #3—Item #2 and reasons for including it

Paragraph #4—Item #3 and reasons for including it

Paragraph #5—Conclusion

