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FINDING MEANING IN A POEM








First, follow the steps in  Easy Steps to Reading and Understanding a Poem.





Second, again ask yourself "Who is the speaker?"  In other words, who is telling the poem?  Is it a he or a she?  Does it matter?  How old would you say the speaker is?  Is the speaker educated?  In what way?   What is the speaker's mood?  Reflective?  Angry?  Joyful?  Informative?   What purpose might the speaker have in telling the poem?   





Third, again ask yourself "What is the occasion?"  In other words, what's going on, what's happening in the poem,  what's the situation?    What's the time? place? setting?  Remember, most  poems will not give answers to all of these questions. 





Finally, ask yourself this:  What's the point of the poem?  or  What is it saying to us, the audience?  or  Does the poem make an observation about life and experience?   The answer to this question is often called the theme of a poem, but not all poems have themes, so don't find one that isn't there?   If the poem has a theme, try to state it in a sentence.  





A FINAL NOTE:  Since poems have more than one possible interpretation or meaning,  which one is best?   The one that can link up or account for the most parts of the poem.  














