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Small-Group Discussion





Please follow these steps:





1.  Introduce yourselves.





2. Appoint a spokesperson/recorder who will take notes and present your group’s discoveries to the class later in the hour.





3.  Turn to your poem.  Locate and discuss any unusual words and then read the poem ALOUD.





4.  As a group, decide who the speaker of the poem is.  Please remember not to automatically assume that the poem’s speaker is the poet.





5.  Discuss the occasion or circumstances in the poem.  What’s going on?  Who’s there?  





6.  As a group, write an elegant paraphrase of the poem that your spokesperson/recorder can share with the class later.  Sign all of your names to the paraphrase.








NOTE:





We’ll finish Whitman on Monday, January 11, and begin Dickinson as well, so please finish Chunk #3 and have Chunk #4 read for Monday.  Remember—follow the five-step method when you study the poems.


